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Medal of Honor:  

A Vietnam Warrior’s Story  

 
Thursday May 2, 1968 

     I was at a church service.  A chaplain 
was using the hood of a jeep as the altar.  
The first I knew that anyone was in 
trouble, I heard the clattering of weapons 
over the radio and a voice begging for 
help.  I ran for the airstrip, knowing they 
would need all the help they could get.  
We gathered around the radio, listening 
for news.  One chopper returned.  It was 
badly shot up.  The second was a whole 

different story.  I didn’t see how it could 
still fly. 

     I saw Michael Craig, the door gunner 
for that chopper. He had taken a couple 
of hits.   I sat with him on the ground.  I 
put my arms around him and called for 
help. His pilot was Roger Waggie and he 
joined me.  Michael died right there in 
my arms.  I lowered Craig’s body and 
asked, “Who’s in trouble down there?”   
Waggie told me it was Wright’s team, 
and I felt my heart sink.  Those were my 
brothers, and there wasn’t much anyone 
could do to help them.    

      No one was giving up.  When I heard 
the chopper start I jumped in and 
buckled up.  Midway there, I wondered 
what I was really doing.  That’s when I 
really made my mind up.  I couldn’t leave 
them down there.   

      We had to do something.  Everyone 
had been trying and trying hard, of 
course, but there had to be a way.  I just 
couldn’t sit there and listen to my 
buddies die on the radio.  My fear was 
gone.  It seemed that all I had been 
taught in my entire lifetime just kicked in 
and my body went on autopilot.  I threw 
a bag of medical supplies out of the 
doorway, and rolled out with nothing but 
my buddies on my mind.  
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(1-A) Choppers fly over area near Saigon 
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Upon reaching the pick-up zone, 
somewhere in Cambodia, Sergeant 
Benavidez jumped from the helicopter 
with only his Special Forces knife and 
medical supplies.  Benavidez ran 
towards the embattled team, and was 
almost immediately shot in the right 
leg.  In spite of his injury he continued 
through the ferocious gunfire until 
reaching his destination.  Benavidez 
assessed the situation while 
administering aid to the wounded.  He 
then directed the landing of the rescue 
helicopter, and assisted in the loading 
of the team members.  Benavidez 
returned for the body of one of his 
friends.  He gathered up classified 
papers and the team’s radio so the 
enemy would not have access to the 
secret materials. While dragging his 
friend’s body back to the chopper he 
was shot in the back and fell to the 
ground.  About the same time the 
chopper pilot was shot and the rescue 
helicopter crashed.   

Once Benavidez realized what had 
happened, he assisted the dazed and 
wounded men out of the smoldering 
helicopter.  He disabled the chopper’s 
radio and set up a perimeter with the 
remaining men.  Benavidez used the 
team’s radio to call for heavy air 
support. During the aerial strike a lone 
chopper landed thirty meters (about 
100 feet) from their position.  The 
group began to receive heavy fire from 
the opposition as they prepared to 
reach the second rescue helicopter. 

As they were being shot at from all 
sides, a Special Forces medic ran 
towards their position to help carry the 
wounded back to the chopper. 
Benavidez made one last trip to  

 
 

retrieve a friend.  By then the enemy 
had closed in, and Roy was forced to 
fight hand-to-hand. In addition to being 
shot several times, Roy was struck in 
the back of the head with a rifle butt 
and suffered wounds to both arms 
from a bayonet. Once in the chopper, 
Benavidez collapsed with the other 
wounded men.  He had received deep 
wounds from shrapnel, numerous 

  (1-B) Map of Vietnam (https://www.cia.gov) 
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bullets, and lacerations from the 
bayonet assault. 

 The rescue chopper arrived to 
the relative safety of the American 
outpost in Loc Ninh.  The dead and 
wounded were taken from the craft 
and sorted.  Benavidez, a man of 
Mexican American and Native 
American heritage, was mistaken for a 
Vietcong soldier because of his dark 
coloring and severe shrapnel wounds 
to his face. Worse still, the medics 
thought he was already dead.  As he 
was being zipped into a body bag, 
Benavidez was able to get the 
doctor’s attention by spitting blood into 
his face. A fellow soldier properly 
identified Benavidez and he was 
evacuated to a hospital. 

On that fateful day in May 1968, 
Sgt. Roy Benavidez selflessly rushed 
into the heat of combat.  His purpose 
was to help rescue his friends and 
brothers in arms.  His actions would 
forever change his life.   He would 
endure and survive the rescue of a 
Special Forces team trapped by 
enemy gunfire, which he referred to as 
his “six hours in hell.” His brave and 
decisive actions during the rescue 
attempt resulted in saving the lives of 
at least eight soldiers.  However, this 
was not the first time Roy Benavidez 
beat the odds; he had been doing so 
all his life.   

Roy P. Benavidez was born Raul 
Perez Benavidez on August 5, 1935.  
His father, Salvador Benavidez Jr., 
was of Mexican American decent; 
their family had been in Texas since 
before the revolution.  His mother, 
Teresa, was geographically from 
Mexico but was actually Yaqui Native 

American.  By the age of seven both 
his father and mother had died of 
tuberculosis.  He and his brother went 
to live with their grandfather, aunt, 
uncle, and eight cousins in El Campo, 
Texas.  During the 1930s and 1940s, 
Roy experienced the racism that was 
a way of life for minorities in the 
South.    

In El Campo, Roy shined shoes, 
translated for travelers, and did odd 
jobs. The money he made went to the 
family.  It helped pay for food and 
school supplies. Though his family 
believed in and stressed education, 
they were migrant workers. Every 
spring the family would withdraw the 
children from school to work the fields 
so the family could survive. Missing so 
much school took its toll on Roy’s 
education.  With every trip he fell 
further and further behind in school.  
Finally, at age fourteen, Benavidez 
could no longer take the gap between 
him and his classmates.  At the end of 
the seventh grade he dropped out of 
school and worked whatever odd jobs 
he could find.  He pumped gas at a 
local station until he was offered a job 
in a tire store. There Roy was given 
his first taste of responsibility and the 
respect of a job well done.  Although it 
was a “good enough” job, Roy already 
had bigger plans for his future.  

Roy Benavidez joined the Texas 
National Guard at age seventeen.  
There he saw men who carried 
themselves with pride and self-
respect.  Those men were 
paratroopers, and Roy decided that 
more than anything else in life he 
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wanted to be one of them.  In 1955, 
when he was nineteen years old, he 
decided to enlist in the army.  When 
he told his Uncle Nick of his ambition, 
Nick said, “I’m not sure the army 
knows what it is getting into.”  At boot 
camp, Benavidez endured the 
discrimination of the day, as his drill 
sergeant screamed his name in his 
face pronouncing Raul as “Ra-
oooool.”  After boot camp Benavidez 
changed his name so that no man 
would have the opportunity to do that 
to him again. Upon completion of boot 
camp Roy P. Benavidez was assigned 
to tours of duty in Korea and then in 
Germany.   

Although Benavidez’s dream was 
to be a paratrooper, his quick temper 
got him into trouble several times.  It 
took about three years of military life 
before he began to learn the self-
control he needed to be a good 
soldier.  The turning point came in 
Germany while Benavidez was waiting 
to be disciplined for his involvement in 
a fight.  His commanding officer was a 
West Point graduate and on his office 
wall was a framed copy of the West 
Point Code of Honor.  It said, “Duty, 
Honor, Country.  I do not lie, cheat, or 
steal, or tolerate those who do.”  At 
that moment, Benavidez realized that 

if he wanted his career in the army to 
be a reality, those words needed to be 
as important to him as they were to 
any West Point graduate.  When 
questioned about the fight he took 
responsibility for his actions and then 
convinced the captain that the army 
was the career he was devoted to. He 
escaped serious punishment for the 
fight and his “new” career in the army 
began. 

In 1965, Sgt. Roy Benavidez 
began his first tour of duty in Vietnam 
as a member of the 82nd Airborne 
Division.  He had achieved his dream 
to be a paratrooper. His assignment 
was as an advisor to a Vietnamese 
Army unit.  While on patrol, he 
stepped on a land mine and sustained 
serious injuries to his spine, which 
caused paralysis from the waist down.  
He was sent back to the United States 
to recover, but no one expected that 
he would ever walk again.  But, just as 
he had done with the other obstacles 
in his life, he put his mind and spirit to 
work to prove them wrong.  Benavidez 

 

 
 
 

(1-D) Benavidez attempts to stop his parachute 

(1-C) Benavidez in Germany, 1956 
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knew that if he could not walk, he 
could not stay in the army, and the 
army was his life.    

Even though the doctors did not 
provide him with the physical therapy 
he needed, he decided to teach 
himself to walk again.  At night he 
would sneak out of his hospital bed. At 
first he could only drag himself across 
the room with his arms. Slowly he 
began to be able to stand even though 
he was in extreme pain. Still, the 
orthopedic doctor denied him physical 
therapy, insisting that Benavidez 
accept a medical discharge. 
Benavidez refused and kept up his 
own efforts.  Finally, on July 4, 1966, 
after weeks of struggle, Benavidez 
walked out of the hospital on his own 
two shaky legs. 

In 1968, Sgt. Roy Benavidez 
returned to Vietnam for his second 
tour of duty as a member of the Green 
Berets (Special Forces), an elite 
fighting force in the U.S. Army.  He 
served there until that fateful day of 
May 2, when he jumped aboard a 
helicopter to rescue his friends, a 
decision that almost cost him his life. 
His commanding officers believed that 
Benavidez would not survive the 
injuries he received on the battlefield. 
However, Benavidez spent the next 
year in the hospital recovering from 
his wounds. For his acts of heroism 
and valor, Benavidez received four 
Purple Hearts and the Distinguished 
Service Cross – the second highest 
award presented by the U.S. military.  

After being released from the 
hospital Roy Benavidez was stationed 
in Fort Riley, Kansas. In 1972 he 
transferred to Fort Sam Houston in 

San Antonio, Texas.  In 1976, 
Benavidez retired from army life with a 
total disability designation.  In spite of 
numerous obstacles he had achieved 
his dream of a distinguished career in 
the U.S. Army.  He had earned the 
rank of master sergeant, one of the 
highest ranks available to enlisted 
soldiers. Like many others, his service 
to the army and our country had come 
at a cost, and Benavidez spent every 
day in constant pain. 

Benavidez was proud of his 
Distinguished Service Cross, but after 
being told by several of his military 
comrades he should have received 
the Medal of Honor for what he did 
that day, he asked Col. Ralph Drake, 
his commanding officer, if he would 
mind looking into it. After getting more 
information about the mission, Col. 
Drake nominated Benavidez for the 
Medal of Honor, the highest 
decoration for gallantry awarded by 
the U.S. military. However, since the 
accounts of that day had to be proven, 
it took almost 12 more years to find all 
the necessary information the Army 
Decorations Board needed to award 
the medal. Had it not been for the 
eyewitness account of Sgt. Brian 
O’Connor, a Green Beret who was 
with the original team Benavidez went 
in to rescue, the medal might not have 
been awarded. O’Connor was able to 
tell the army what happened from start 
to finish.  

On December 18, 1980, President 
Jimmy Carter signed the bill that 
awarded the Medal of Honor to 
Benavidez. President Ronald Reagan 
presented the award to him on 
February 24, 1981.  Benavidez, an 
orphan, a migrant worker, a school 
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dropout, a fighter, a hard worker, a 
soldier, a Green Beret, a husband, 
and father was and will forever be 
recognized as a true patriot and hero 
of our country.   

 

 
 
  
After he received the Medal of 

Honor, Benavidez spent much of his 
time doing what he loved the most, 
spending time with his family and 
giving speeches to numerous groups 
about “Duty, Honor, Country” and the 
beauty and value of patriotism.  He 
especially loved working with school 
groups. He recounted, “I felt proud 
every time I put on the U.S. Army 
uniform, placed the Medal of Honor 
around my neck, and addressed a 
gathering of schoolchildren.  With old-
fashioned patriotism in short supply, 
and with movie and rock stars 
becoming rich while they subverted 
the morals of the young, it didn’t seem 
too much out of line for one short, fat 
Mexican American to stand up and 
publicly state that he was proud of the 
uniform he wore, the country he 
served, and considered it a privilege to 
wear its highest award.” He also used 
his personal story to encourage 
students to stay in school so they 
could increase their options in life. 

In 1983, Benavidez was forced into 
a different type of fight. The Social 
Security Administration (SSA) notified 
him that he was no longer able to get 
disability pay due to a revision 
Congress passed in 1980.  Benavidez 
was declared fit for work under the 
changes, even though his doctor 
certified his disability. Even the SSA’s 
own doctor agreed that he was “unfit 
for work requiring any type of physical 
exertion over any extended period of 
time.”  Not convinced, the SSA 
planned to take Benavidez to court.  

 Meanwhile, Reader’s Digest, a 
popular magazine, ran a story about 
his experiences in Vietnam, his fight 
for his Medal of Honor, and his 
problems with the SSA.  A producer of 
the television show, “Real People” 
wanted to tell Benavidez’s story for 
their Veterans Day show in November.  
A Dallas Times Herald newspaper 
article and a Dallas radio talk show 
appearance brought Benavidez’s 
situation to an even wider audience.  
Hundreds of people began sending 
Benavidez letters telling him their own 
stories of losing their disability 
payments due to changes in the law. 
These people thought that because 
Roy Benavidez was a Medal of Honor 
recipient, his voice would have a 
greater impact than their own.  
Benavidez realized this was an issue 
that affected the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people.   

 Benavidez’s situation was brought 
to the attention of President Ronald 
Reagan.  Michael E. Baroody, deputy 
assistant to the President, contacted 
Benavidez and told him that his 
financial worries would be taken care 
of by the private sector.  This offer 

(1-E) M.Sgt. Roy P. Benavidez receives the   
Medal of Honor from President Ronald Reagan 
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meant that individual people or 
businesses would donate money to 
help. But, Benavidez did not want 
anything that seemed like charity. 
Plus, he knew even if he accepted a 
solution for himself there would still be 
hundreds of thousands of people 
whose lives would stay disrupted by 
the changes in their Social Security 
benefits.  He told Mr. Baroody, “I’m 
sorry but I can’t accept it [the help] 
from him [the president] or the private 
sector.  I just want what me and my 
buddies are entitled to.  These same 
people who are denying us our 
benefits are living free at the expense 
of my buddies, their lives, blood, and 
limbs.” 

That year California Congressman 
Edward R. Roybal asked Roy 
Benavidez to testify before the House 
of Representative’s Select Committee 
on Aging to discuss the Social 
Security matter.  Benavidez hated the 
idea that he would have to go public 
with his complaints.  As a military 
man, he felt it would embarrass his 
commander in chief and would cast a 
negative light on the American 
government. However, his sense of 
duty to his fellow soldiers and citizens 
convinced him to fight this battle.  At 
the Congressional hearing, 
Benavidez’s attorney Tom Burch told 
Benavidez’s personal story about his 
service and his problems with the 
SSA.   Burch also read many of the 
letters that Benavidez had received 
from other people asking him to help 
them. Benavidez was asked if he was 
“speaking for both veterans and for 
non-veterans. Speaking for all 
Americans who have been unjustly 

treated?” Benavidez replied, “Yes sir, 
it seems like I have been labeled that, 
so I come before you, the committee 
here, the chairman, to speak for all the 
American people who are locked in 
the same situation.”   

His appearance had a significant 
impact on the committee.  In August, 
he received a letter from 
Congressman Jake Pickle, a fellow 
Texan and the Chairman of the Social 
Security Subcommittee.  Pickle 
informed Benavidez that a bill had 
been drafted to correct the oversights 
that Benavidez had pointed out. 

Once more Benavidez had fought 
a fierce battle. This time he used 
words, not bullets, to win a victory for 
justice.  Many years later while he was 
walking through an airport, a stranger 
approached him with tears in his eyes 
and asked him if he was Roy 
Benavidez. The man declared, “I want 
to thank you for helping me keep my 
disability pay.  You saved my life.” 

At the end of Benavidez’s 
appearance before the Committee on 
Aging, Congressman Bill Richardson 
from New Mexico asked, “I wonder, if 
you had everything else to do over 
again, if you knew that these events 
were going to happen, whether you 
would go through serving in Vietnam 
and serving in the armed forces 
again?” Roy Benavidez, decorated 
war hero, Green Beret, and patriot 
said, “Sir, to answer your question 
properly and honestly, I would say yes 
. . . yes sir, I would do it all over 
again.” 
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After a lifetime of service to his 

country, Master Sergeant Roy [Raul] 
Perez Benavidez (retired) died at the 
age of sixty-three on November 29, 
1998, at Brooke Army Medical Center 
in San Antonio, Texas.  He was buried 
with full military honors in Fort Sam 
Houston National Cemetery. 
 
 
 

(1-F) Master Sergeant Benavidez’s funeral 

 



ROY P. BENAVIDEZ 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT                                                                  LESSON - 1 
 

The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History ~ http://www.cah.utexas.edu/ 1.13 

REFERENCES: 
 
 
"A Guide to the Roy P. Benavidez Papers." Texas Archival Resources  
           Online. 5 Sept. 2008. The Dolph Briscoe Center for American  
           History. 5 Sept. 2008 <http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utcah     
           /00585/cah-00585.html>.  
 
Benavidez, Roy P., and John R. Craig. Medal of Honor: A Vietnam 

Warrior's Story. New York: Potomac Books, Incorporated, 1995.  
 
Benavidez, Roy P., and Oscar Griffin. The Three Wars of Roy P. 

Benavidez. San Antonio: Corona Company, 1986.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ROY P. BENAVIDEZ 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT                                                                  LESSON - 1 
 

The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History ~ http://www.cah.utexas.edu/ 1.14 

Discussion Questions for Narrative (1-3) 
 

 
1. What was the primary reason Roy Benavidez jumped aboard the first rescue 
helicopter on May 2, 1968? 
 
 
2. Benavidez narrowly escaped death from several different sources on May 2, 1968.  
Identify at least two of them. 
 
  
3.  What were some of the obstacles Benavidez had to overcome while growing up? 
 
 
4.  Explain the event that was the starting point of Benavidez’s “new” career in the army?  
What do you think might have happened to him if he had not seen the quote on the wall? 
 
 
5.  How many tours of duty did Benavidez serve in Vietnam?  Why do you think he was 
willing to go back? 
 
 
6.  What was the outcome of his first tour of duty? 
 
 
7.  Why did Benavidez and his friends pursue the Medal of Honor for his acts of heroism 
on May 2, 1968, when he had already been awarded four Purple Hearts and the 
Distinguished Service Cross — the second highest award presented in the U.S. military? 
 
 
8.  How did Benavidez spend his time after retiring from the army?  Explain whether you 
think he was happy in this role.  Use evidence from the narrative to defend your position. 
 
 
9.  Describe the last battle Benavidez had to fight for his fellow soldiers after he retired 
from the army.  Do you think his Medal of Honor made a difference in the outcome? 
 
 
10. Benavidez was involved in many battles during his life.  If you were going to write an 
essay called “The Three Wars of Roy Benavidez,” which three “battles” would you pick to 
focus on?  Explain your reasoning. 
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Discussion Questions for Narrative (1-3A) 
 

 
Teacher’s Copy 
 (Accept reasonable answers, these are mostly suggested answers) 
 
1. What was the primary reason Roy Benavidez jumped aboard the first rescue 
helicopter on May 2, 1968?   
 
To save the lives of his friends and fellow soldiers. 
 
2. Benavidez narrowly escaped death from several different sources on May 2, 1968.  
Identify at least two of them.  
 
A . Enemy fire  
B . Helicopter crash 
C . Being mistaken for a Vietcong 
D . Being mistaken for dead 
E . The severity of his wounds 
 
 3.  What were some of the obstacles Benavidez had to overcome while growing up?   
 
A . Being orphaned by age 7 
B . Living the life of a migrant worker 
C . Lack of education 
D . Quick temper 
E . Racism and discrimination 
F . Lack of formal education  
G . Severity of injury in first tour in Vietnam  
H . Severity of injury in second tour in Vietnam 
I . Getting the Medal of Honor he deserved 
J . Getting his Social Security benefits restored 
 
4.  Explain the event that was the starting point of Benavidez’s “new” career in the army?  
What do you think might have happened to him if he had not seen the quote on the wall?  
   
When he was about to be thrown out of the military for fighting and he saw the 
West Point Cadet code on the wall behind the commanding officer, Roy knew he 
wanted to live up to that code. If he had not chosen to change he would have 
returned to El Campo as a failure. 
 
5.  How many tours of duty did Benavidez serve in Vietnam?  Why do you think he was 
willing to go back?   
 
He served two tours.  To support his fellow soldiers, to make a career out of the 
military, and to advance in that career. 
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6.  What was the outcome of his first tour of duty? 
  
He received a concussion injury to his spine that prevented him from walking.  He 
had to teach  himself how to walk because the doctors thought he should just 
take a medical discharge from the army. 
 
7.  Why did Benavidez and his friends pursue the Medal of Honor for his acts of heroism 
on May 2, 1968, when he had already been awarded four Purple Hearts and the 
Distinguished Service Cross, the second highest award presented in the U.S. military? 
  
Benavidez’s actions on May 2, 1968, displayed a level of gallantry, valor, and 
selflessness  above and beyond the normal call of duty.  
 
8.  How did Benavidez spend his time after retiring from the army?  Explain whether you 
think he was happy in this role.  Use evidence from the narrative to defend your position. 
 
 
9.  Describe the last battle Benavidez had to fight for his fellow soldiers after he retired 
from the army.  Do you think his Medal of Honor made a difference in the outcome? 
 
 
10. Benavidez was involved in many battles during his life.  If you were going to write an 
essay called “The Three Wars of Roy Benavidez,” which three “battles” would you pick to 
focus on?  Explain your reasoning. 
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Characteristics of Master Sergeant Roy Benavidez (1-4) 
 

 
 
1.  Courage 6.  Responsible 
  
2.  Honor 7.  Sacrifice 
  
3.  Duty 8.  Role Model 
  
4.  Friendship 9.  Hero 
  
5.  Perseverance 10. Leadership 
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The Congressional Medal of Honor (1-5) 
 

Adapted from the Congressional Medal of Honor Society -http://www.cmohs.org/ 
 

 

 

  

 The Medal of Honor can only be earned by a person in the American 
armed services who risked his or her own life in an act of fearless courage and 
bravery while engaged in combat with the enemy. The deed must have been one 
that clearly is above the normal call of duty in battle.  His or her commander 
submits a potential recipient’s name and the request goes through a series of 
reviews that include the U.S. Army chief of staff, the Department of Defense, and 
the president of the United States.  At any point along the way, the request can 
be approved or disapproved.  The decision to approve a medal is based on 
undeniable proof in the form of witnesses to the deed. Once the final approval is 
obtained, the President awards the Medal of Honor, in the name of Congress.  
Since the award was first created in 1861, 3,400 Medals of Honor have been 



ROY P. BENAVIDEZ 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT                                                                  LESSON - 1 
 

The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History ~ http://www.cah.utexas.edu/ 1.19 

presented to our nation's bravest soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, and 
coastguardsmen. 
 The first Medal of Honor was presented in 1861 during the Civil War. 
President Abraham Lincoln made the presentations to recognize the individual 
valor of individuals serving in the U.S. Navy who "shall most distinguish 
themselves by their gallantry and other seamanlike qualities during the present 
war." A similar resolution was quickly passed to include members of the U.S. 
Army.  The Medal of Honor was made a permanent decoration in 1863 and since 
that time has been the supreme recognition of bravery and sacrifice by a U.S. 
military person. 

 

In addition to the medal, recipients receive: 

• A monthly $1,000 pension from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 
 
• A 10 percent increase in retired pay. 
 
• The right to wear their uniforms at any time or place they choose, unlike 
other military personnel or retirees. 
 
• The right to continue to use the military commissary, post exchange, and 
theater privileges.  
 
• Children of Medal of Honor recipients are not subject to quotas if they are 
qualified and desire to attend the U.S. military academies. 
 
• The VA provides a special engraved headstone for deceased recipients 
of the Medal of Honor.  
 
• Special vehicle license plates (issued by most states). 
 
• Free parking at public facilities (varies by state). 
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Medal of Honor Recipients from the State of Texas (1-6) 
 

Adapted from the Texas Medal of Honor Memorial and Hometown Heroes 
 
 

Recipient’s name Military 
service 

Place of birth City and state 
accredited with the 
recipient 

    
Indian Campaigns:    
Connor, John  Army Galway, Ireland  Jefferson, Texas 
Dozier, James B.  Army Warren County, Tennessee  Fort Richardson, Texas 
Factor, Pompey  Army Arkansas  Fort Duncan, Texas 
Howze, Robert Lee  Army  Overton, Texas  Overton, Texas 
Lloyd (Loyd), George  Army  County Tyrone, Ireland  Canton, Texas 
McCabe, William  Army  Belfast, Ireland Fort Duncan, Texas 
McDonald, Franklin M.  Army  Bowling Green, Kentucky  Fort Griffin, Texas 
Paine, Adam (Adan)  Army  Florida  Fort Duncan, Texas 
Payne, Isaac  Army  Mexico  Fort Duncan, Texas 
Ward (Warrior), John  Army  Arkansas   Fort Duncan, Texas 
    
    
Spanish-American War:    

Phillips, George Frederick Navy St. John, New Brunswick, 
Canada Galveston, Texas 

    
    
Philippine Insurrection:    
Shelton, George Mathews  Army Brownwood, Texas Bellington, Texas 
    
    
Mexican Campaign:    

Harrison, William Kelly  Navy Waco, Texas Texas 
    
    
World War I:    

Barkeley, David B. (Bennes)  Army Laredo, Texas  San Antonio, Texas 
Edwards, Daniel Richmond  Army Mooreville, Texas  Bruceville, Texas 
Hayden, David Ephraim  Navy Florence, Texas  Texas 
    
    
World War II:    

Adams, Lucian  Army Port Arthur, Texas Port Arthur, Texas 
Bordelon, William James  USMC San Antonio, Texas Texas 
Bulkeley, John Duncan  Navy San Antonio, Texas Texas 
Carswell Jr., Horace Seaver  USMC Fort Worth, Texas San Angelo, Texas 
Cole, Robert George  Army Fort Sam Houston, Texas San Antonio, Texas 
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Dealey, Samuel David  Navy Dallas, Texas  Texas 
Everhart, Sr., Forrest Eugene  Army Bainbridge, Ohio Texas City, Texas 
Fields, James H. Army Caddo, Texas Houston, Texas 
Fowler, Thomas Weldon  Army Wichita Falls, Texas Wichita Falls, Texas 
Garcia, Marcario  Army Villa De Castano, Mexico Sugar Land, Texas 
Harrell, William George  USMC Rio Grande City, Texas Mercedes, Texas 
Harris, James Lindell  Army Hillsboro, Texas  Hillsboro, Texas 
Hawkins, William Deane  USMC Fort Scott, Kansas  El Paso, Texas 
Hughes, Lloyd Herbert  USAAC Alexandria, Louisiana San Antonio, Texas 
Hutchins, Johnnie David  Navy Weimer, Texas  Texas 
Kearby, Neel Ernest  USAAC Wichita Falls, Texas Dallas, Texas 
Keathley, George D.  Army Olney, Texas Lamesa, Texas 
Kimbro, Truman  Army Madisonville, Texas Houston, Texas 
Knight, Jack Llewellyn  Army Garner, Texas  Weatherford, Texas 
Knight, Raymond Larry  USAAC Houston, Texas Houston, Texas 
Leonard, Turney White  Army Dallas, Texas Dallas, Texas 
Logan, James Marion  Army  NcNeil, Texas  Luling, Texas  
Lopez, Jose Mendoze  Army Mission, Texas  Brownsville, Texas 
Lummus, Jack  USMC Ennis, Texas  Texas 
Mathis, Jack Warren  USAAC San Angelo, Texas  San Angelo, Texas 
Murphy, Audie Leon  Army Kingston, Texas  Dallas, Texas 
Roan, Charles Howard  USMC Claude, Texas Texas 
Robinson Jr., James E. Army Toledo, Ohio  Waco, Texas 
Rodriguez, Cleto L. Army San Marcos, Texas  San Antonio, Texas 
Wallace, Herman C. Army Marlow, Oklahoma Lubbock, Texas 
Whiteley, Eli Lamar  Army Florence, Texas Georgetown, Texas 
    
    
Korean War:    
    
Davis Jr., George Andrew  USAF Dublin, Texas Lubbock, Texas 
Guillen, Ambrosio  USMC La Junta, Colorado El Paso, Texas 
Hanson, Jack G. Army Escatawpa, Mississippi Galveston, Texas 
Kilmer, John Edward  Navy Highland Park, Illinois Houston, Texas 
Martinez, Benito  Army Fort Hancock, Texas  Fort Hancock, Texas 
Mitchell, Frank Nicias  USMC Indian Gap, Texas  Roaring Springs, Texas 
Moreland, Whitt Lloyd  USMC Waco, Texas  Austin, Texas 
O'Brien Jr., George Herman  USMC Fort Worth, Texas  Big Spring, Texas 
Pendleton, Charles F. Army Camden, Tennessee Fort Worth, Texas 
Stone, James Lamar  Army Pine Bluff, Arkansas Houston, Texas 
Watkins, Travis E. Army Waldo, Arkansas Texas 
    
    
Vietnam War:    
    
Anderson, Richard Allen  USMC Washington, D.C . Houston, Texas 
Benavidez, Roy Perez  Army Cuero, Texas Houston, Texas 
Creek, Thomas Elbert  USMC Joplin, Missouri  Amarillo, Texas 
Gonzalez, Alfredo "Freddy"  USMC Edinburg, Texas  San Antonio, Texas 
Law, Robert David  Army Fort Worth, Texas  Dallas, Texas 
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Lee, Milton Arthur  Army Shreveport, Louisiana  San Antonio, Texas 
McCleery, Finnis Dawson  Army Stephenville, Texas San Angelo, Texas 
McNerney, David Herbert  Army Lowell, Massachusetts Fort Bliss, Texas 
Sasser, Clarence Eugene  Army Chenango, Texas  Houston, Texas 
Steindam, Russell Albert  Army Austin, Texas  Austin, Texas 
Wilson, Alfred Mac  USMC Olney, Illinois Abilene, Texas 
Young, Marvin Rex  Army Alpine, Texas Odessa, Texas 
    
    
The following Medal of Honor recipients were born in the state of Texas but either moved to 
or enlisted in military service in another state to which their award is accredited. By virtue 
of their birth, they are still among our "Home Town Heroes.” 
    
    
Austin, William Grafton  Army Galveston, Texas  New York, New York 
McLennon, John  Army Fort Belknap, Texas  Fort Ellis, Montana 
Sampler, Samuel M. Army Decatur, Texas Altus, Oklahoma 
Herrera, Silvestre Santana  Army El Paso, Texas Phoenix, Arizona 
Kane, John Riley  USAAC McGregor, Texas Shreveport, Louisiana 
Morgan, John Cary "Red"  USAAC Vernon, Texas  London, England 
Turner, George Benton  Army Longview, Texas  Los Angeles, California 
Austin, Oscar Palmer  USMC Nacogdoches, Texas  Phoenix, Arizona 
Bennett, Steven Logan  USAF Palestine, Texas Lafayette, Louisiana 
Ferguson, Frederick Edgar  Army Pilot Point, Texas Phoenix, Arizona 
Graves, Terrence Collinson  USMC Corpus Christi, Texas New York, New York 
Keith, Miguel  USMC San Antonio, Texas Omaha, Nebraska 

 




