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Choppers fly over area near Saigon (2-1)



WORLD MAP (2-2)
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Using alatlas, find and idehtify with ffie right cBior: 180

1.
2.
3

Houston, Texas, USA (green)

Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon), Vietham (blue)

Draw a dotted line (red) between the two places and estimate the
mileage between the two cities (you may use other resources)
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1. Houston, Texas, USA (green)

2. Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon), Vietnam (blue)

3. Draw a dotted line (red) between the two places and estimate the
mileage between the two cities (you may use other resources)
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Events in the Vietnam War 1956 - 1973 (2-3)
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Important Events in the Life of Roy P. Benavidez (2-3A)

1952 Benavidez joins Texas National Guard

1954 Benavidez enlists in U.S. Army

1957 Benavidez "grows up" in army

1965 Benavidez’s first tour of duty in Vietnam

1966 Benavidez receives battle injury paralyzing his legs

1966 July 4, Benavidez leaves hospital walking

1968 Benavidez leaves for second tour in Vietnam

1968 May 2, Benavidez participates in battle that leads to Medal of Honor
1972 Benavidez transferred to Fort Sam Houston

1976 Benavidez retired from army

1981 February 24, receives Medal of Honor

1983 Benavidez’s battle to restore Social Security benefits begins

1983 Benavidez testifies before congressional committee leading to restoration
of Social Security benefits for all.

1998 November 28, Benavidez died and was buried in Fort Sam Houston
National Cemetery with full military honors.



A Vietnam War Timeline - Teacher Notes (2-4)

[Note: This timeline is an abbreviated version of the more detailed timeline posted on the Public
Broadcasting System's "Vietham Online" section of The American Experience.]

1956
French Leave Vietham

United States Training South Vietnamese: The U.S. Military Assistance Advisor Group
(MAAG) assumes responsibility from the French for training South Vietnamese forces.

1959

U.S. Servicemen Killed in Guerilla Attack: Maj. Dale R. Buis and M.Sgt. Chester M. Ovnand
become the first Americans to die in the Vietham War when guerillas strike at Bienhoa.

1960

Kennedy Elected President: John F. Kennedy narrowly defeats Richard Nixon for the
presidency.

Vietcong Formed: Hanoi forms National Liberation Front for South Vietham. Diem government
dubs them "Vietcong."

1963
Battle of Ap Bac: Vietcong units defeat South Viethamese Army (ARVN) in battle of Ap Bac.

President Kennedy Assassinated in Dallas: Kennedy’s death meant that the problem of how
to proceed in Vietnam fell squarely into the lap of his vice president, Lyndon Johnson.

Buddhists Protest Against Diem: Tensions between Buddhists and the Diem government are
further strained as Diem, a Catholic, removes Buddhists from several key government positions
and replaces them with Catholics. Buddhist monks protest Diem's intolerance for other religions
and the measures he takes to silence them. In a show of protest, Buddhist monks start setting
themselves on fire in public places.

Diem Overthrown, Murdered: With tacit approval of the United States, operatives within the
South Viethamese military overthrow Diem. He and his brother Nhu are shot and killed in the
aftermath.

1964

Gen. Nguyen Khanh Seizes Power in Saigon: In a bloodless coup, Gen. Nguyen Khanh seizes
power in Saigon. South Vietnam junta leader Maj. Gen. Duong Van Minh is placed under house
arrest but is allowed to remain as a figurehead chief-of-state.



Gulf of Tonkin Incident: On August 2, three North Vietnamese PT boats allegedly fire torpedoes
at the USS Maddox, a destroyer located in the international waters of the Tonkin Gulf, some thirty
miles off the coast of North Vietnam. The attack comes after six months of covert U.S. and South
Vietnamese naval operations. A second, even more highly disputed attack, is alleged to have
taken place on August 4.

Debate on Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution is approved by Congress
on August 7 and authorizes President Lyndon Johnson to "take all necessary measures to repel
any armed attack against forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression." The
resolution passes unanimously in the House and by a margin of 82 to 2 in the Senate. The
resolution allows Johnson to wage all-out war against North Vietham without ever securing a
formal declaration of war from Congress.

Vietcong Attack Bienhoa Air Base

LBJ Defeats Goldwater: Lyndon Johnson is elected in a landslide over Republican Barry
Goldwater of Arizona. During the campaign, Johnson's position on Vietnam appeared to lean
toward de-escalation of US involvement, and sharply contrasted the more militant views held by
Goldwater.

1965

Operation "Rolling Thunder" Deployed: Sustained American bombing raids of North Vietnam,
dubbed Operation Rolling Thunder, begin in February. The nearly continuous air raids would go
on for three years.

Marines Arrive at Danang: The first American combat troops, the ninth Marine Expeditionary
Brigade, arrive in Vietnam to defend the U.S. airfield at Danang. Scattered Vietcong gunfire is
reported, but no Marines are injured.

Heavy Fighting at la Drang Valley: The first conventional battle of the Vietham War takes place
as American forces clash with North Vietnamese units in the la Drang Valley. The U.S. first Air
Cavalry Division employs its newly enhanced technique of aerial reconnaissance to finally defeat
the NVA, although heavy casualties are reported on both sides.

US Troop Levels Top 200,000

Vietnam "Teach-In" Broadcast to Nation's Universities: The practice of protesting US policy
in Vietnam by holding "teach-ins" at colleges and universities becomes widespread. The first
"teach-in" — featuring seminars, rallies, and speeches — takes place at the University of Michigan
at Ann Arbor in March. In May, a nationally broadcast "teach-in" reaches students and faculty at
more than 100 campuses.

1968
January

Sihanouk Allows Pursuit of Vietcong into Cambodia



North Viethamese Launch Tet Offensive: In a show of military might that catches the U.S.
military off guard, North Vietnamese and Vietcong forces sweep down upon several key cities and
provinces in South Vietnam, including its capital, Saigon. Within days, American forces turn back
the onslaught and recapture most areas. From a military point of view, Tet is a huge defeat for the
Communists but turns out to be a political and psychological victory. The U.S. military's
assessment of the war is questioned and the "end of tunnel" seems very far off.

February

Battle for Hue: The battle for Hue wages for twenty-six days as U.S. and South Viethamese
forces try to recapture the site seized by the Communists during the Tet Offensive. Previously a
religious retreat in the middle of a war zone, Hue was nearly leveled in a battle that left nearly all
of its population homeless. Following the U.S. and ARVN victory, mass graves containing the
bodies of thousands of people who had been executed during the Communist occupation are
discovered.

Westmoreland Requests 206,000 More Troops

My Lai Massacre: On March 16, the angry and frustrated men of Charlie Company, 11th
Brigade, Americal Division entered the village of My Lai. "This is what you've been waiting for —
search and destroy — and you've got it," said their superior officers. A short time later the killing
began. When news of the atrocities surfaced, it sent shockwaves through the U.S. political
establishment, the military's chain of command, and an already divided American public.

March

LBJ Announces He Won't Run: With his popularity plummeting and dismayed by Sen. Eugene
McCarthy's strong showing in the New Hampshire primary, President Lyndon Johnson stuns the
nation and announces that he will not be a candidate for re-election.

April
Martin Luther King Jr. Slain in Memphis:
May

Paris Peace Talks Begin: Following a lengthy period of debate and discussion, North
Vietnamese and American negotiators agree on a location and start date of peace talks. Talks
are slated to begin in Paris on May 10 with W. Averell Harriman representing the United States
and former Foreign Minister Xuan Thuy heading the North Vietnamese delegation.

June
Robert Kennedy Assassinated
August

Upheaval at Democratic Convention in Chicago: As the frazzled Democratic Party prepares to
hold its nominating convention in Chicago, city officials gear up for a deluge of demonstrations.
Mayor Richard Daley orders police to crack down on antiwar protests. As the nation watched on
television, the area around the convention erupted in violence.



November

Richard Nixon Elected President: Running on a platform of "law and order," Richard Nixon
barely defeats Hubert Humphrey for the presidency. Nixon takes just 43.4 percent of the popular
vote, compared to 42.7 percent for Humphrey. Third-party candidate George Wallace takes the
remaining percentage of votes.

1970

Sihanouk Ousted in Cambodia: Prince Sihanouk's attempt to maintain Cambodia's neutrality
while war waged in neighboring Vietnam forced him to strike opportunistic alliances with China
and then the United States. Such vacillating weakened his government, leading to a coup
orchestrated by his defense minister, Lon Nol.

Kent State Incident: National Guardsmen open fire on a crowd of student antiwar protesters at
Ohio's Kent State University, resulting in the death of four students and the wounding of eight
others. President Nixon publicly deplores the actions of the guardsmen but cautions: "when
dissent turns to violence it invites tragedy." Several of the protesters had been hurling rocks and
empty tear gas canisters at the guardsmen.

Kissinger and Le Duc Begin Secret Talks
Number of U.S. Troops Falls to 280,000
1972

Nixon Cuts Troop Levels by 70,000: Responding to charges by Democratic presidential
candidates that he is not moving fast enough to end U.S. involvement in Vietnam, President
Nixon orders troop strength reduced by 70,000.

Secret Peace Talks Revealed

B-52s Bomb Hanoi and Haiphong: In an attempt to force North Vietnam to make concessions in
the ongoing peace talks, the Nixon administration orders heavy bombing of supply dumps and
petroleum storage sites in and around Hanoi and Haiphong. The administration makes it clear to
the North Vietnamese that no section of Vietnam is off-limits to bombing raids.

Break-in at Watergate Hotel

Kissinger Says "Peace Is At Hand": Henry Kissinger and Le Duc Tho reach agreement in
principle on several key measures leading to a cease-fire in Vietnam. Kissinger's view that "peace
is at hand" is dimmed somewhat by South Viethnamese President Thieu's opposition to the
agreement.



Nixon Wins Reelection
1973

Cease-fire Signed in Paris: A cease-fire agreement that, in the words of Richard Nixon, "brings
peace with honor in Vietnam and Southeast Asia," is signed in Paris by Henry Kissinger and Le
Duc Tho. The agreement is to go into effect on January 28.

End of Draft Announced
Last American Troops Leave Vietham

Hearings on Secret Bombings Begin: The Senate Armed Services Committee opens hearing
on the U.S. bombing of Cambodia. Allegations are made that the Nixon administration allowed
bombing raids to be carried out during what was supposed to be a time when Cambodia's
neutrality was officially recognized. As a result of the hearings, Congress orders that all bombing
in Cambodia cease effective at midnight, August 14.

Kissinger and Le Duc Tho Win Peace Prize: The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to Henry
Kissinger of the United States and Le Duc Tho of North Vietnam. Kissinger accepts the award,
while Tho declines, saying that a true peace does not yet exist in Vietnam.



MASTER SERGEANT ROY P. BENAVIDEZ
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT

Quiz (2-5)

Write out True or False for each question. (6 pts. each)
1. The Vietham War was a major event in U.S. history.
2. Roy Benavidez was an African American.

3. Racism and discrimination were over by the time Roy Benavidez
was born.

4. El Campo is a major city in California.

5. Almost everyone who serves in the military during a war gets a
Medal of Honor.

6. Benavidez served one tour of duty in Vietham.

7. The shortest route to fly from Houston, Texas, to Vietnam is east
over Africa.

8. Benavidez’s story has many different lessons about life in it.

9. Benavidez intentionally made changes in his life that allowed him
to become more successful.

10.  After retiring from the army, Benavidez spent his time with his
family and played golf.

Essay (20 points each)

1. Why do you think Master Sergeant Benavidez told Congressman Bill
Richardson that if given the chance he would do it all again?

2. Give three examples of new things that you learned about the Vietham War
and the Benavidez story. Support your answer with evidence from the story.



MASTER SERGEANT ROY P. BENAVIDEZ
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT

Quiz - Teacher’s Copy (2-5A)

Write out True or False for each question. (6 pts. each)
True 1. The Vietham War was a major event in U.S. history.
False 2. Roy Benavidez was an African American.

False 3. Racism and discrimination were over by the time Roy Benavidez
was born.

False 4. El Campo is a major city in California.

False 5. Almost everyone who serves in the military during a war gets a
Medal of Honor.

False 6. Benavidez served one tour of duty in Vietnam.

False 7. The shortest route to fly from Houston, Texas, to Vietham is east

over Africa.
True 8. Benavidez’s story has many different lessons about life in it.
True 9. Benavidez intentionally made changes in his life that allowed him

to become more successful.

False 10. After retiring from the army, Benavidez spent his time with his
family and played golf.

Essay (20 points each)

1. Why do you think Master Sergeant Benavidez told Congressman Bill
Richardson that if given the chance he would to do it all again?

Accept any reasonable answer.

2. Give three examples of new things that you learned about the Vietham War
and the Benavidez story. Support your answer with evidence from the story.

Accept any reasonable answer that is supported with evidence from story.





