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Enlisted Efficiency Report (3-4) 
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Enlisted Efficiency Report - Teacher Copy (3-4A) 
 

 
APPARTS:  Using Primary Source Documents 
 
To establish the historical context of a document it is necessary to ask certain 
questions.  
 
These are only suggested answers.  Accept any answer that can reasonably be 
concluded from the document. 
 

Author 

 
Who created the source?  
The form was created by the U.S. Army; the evaluation on the form was 
given by Maj. Donald D. Starnes. 
 
What do you know about the author? 
He is Roy P. Benavidez’s commanding officer.  He was part of the 
Seventh Army Readiness Group and he was the Infantry Branch Team 
Advisor. 
 
What is the author’s point of view? 
He gave Benavidez a very positive report both in Part 3 and in the 
comments.  
 

Place and Time 

 
Where and when was the source produced? 
It was produced at Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas, on April 
15, 1974. 
 
How might this affect the meaning of the source? 
It is an official evaluation of Benavidez’s performance as a soldier. 
 

Prior Knowledge 

 
Beyond information about the author and the context of its 
creation, what do you know that would help you further 
understand the primary source? 
It was created after Benavidez’s second tour in Vietnam.  It discusses 
his physical limitations and makes recommendations about possible 
jobs he could do. 
 
For example, do you recognize any symbols and recall what they 
represent? 
The filled-in girds indicate that the form would be run through a 
computer scanner. 
 

Audience 

 
For whom was the source created and how might this affect the 
reliability of the source? 
The source was created to give Benavidez feedback on his 
performance but also to provide information to officers up the command 
chain about whether to promote him and other possible actions. 
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Reason 
 
Why was this source produced at the time it was produced? 
Regular evaluation procedures of army personnel. 
 

The Main Idea 

 
What point is the source trying to convey? 
That Benavidez was a superior soldier and still had usefulness to the 
army. 
 

Significance 

 
Why is this source important?  
It validates the quality of soldier and man Benavidez was at that time. 
 
What inferences can you draw from this document?  Ask yourself, 
“So what?” in relation to the question asked. 
Accept reasonable answers. 
 

  
Note:  Even though Benavidez did not sign this form we cannot assume he never saw it.   The 
form was included in his personal archive. 
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Tobias Letter (3-5) 
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Tobias Letter - Teacher Copy (3-5A) 
 

 
APPARTS:  Using Primary Source Documents 
 
To establish the historical context of a document it is necessary to ask certain 
questions.  
 
These are only suggested answers.  Accept any answer that can reasonably be 
concluded from the document. 
 

Author 

 
Who created the source? 
Marietta Tobias. 
 
What do you know about the author? 
She was a student who saw Benavidez speak at her school. 
 
What is the author’s point of view? 
She thought the lecture was going to be boring, but she found the talk 
very interesting and wants Benavidez to write back to her. 
 

Place and Time 

 
Where and when was the source produced? 
The letter was written in Houston, Texas, probably at school.  It looks 
like the typical letter teachers have their students write after there has 
been a guest speaker at the school.  There is no date on the letter. 
 
How might this affect the meaning of the source? 
While Marietta is honest about saying she thought it might be boring, 
she probably knew the letter would have to be approved by a teacher. 
 

Prior Knowledge 

 
Beyond information about the author and the context of its 
creation, what do you know that would help you further 
understand the primary source?  
From the narrative about Benavidez we know that he spent a lot of time 
after he retired speaking to school groups. 
 
For example, do you recognize any symbols and recall what they 
represent? 
The form of this letter is a typical “friendly letter” format taught in 
elementary or middle school. 
 

Audience 

 
For whom was the source created and how might this affect the 
reliability of the source? 
The letter was for Benavidez, and it is unlikely the child would say 
anything rude. 
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Reason 
 
Why was this source produced at the time it was produced? 
Probably because the teacher required it. 
 

The Main Idea 

 
What point is the source trying to convey? 
That she found Benavidez’s stories interesting and she wants to know 
more about the Vietnam War. 
 

Significance 

 
Why is this source important?  
It validates that Benavidez’s speeches to school children made an 
impact on them. 
 
What inferences can you draw from this document?  Ask yourself, 
“So what?” in relation to the question asked. 
Accept reasonable answers. 
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DD-214 (3-6) 
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DD-214 - Teacher Copy (3-6A) 
 

 
APPARTS:  Using Primary Source Documents 

   
To establish the historical context of a document it is necessary to ask certain 
questions.  
 
These are only suggested answers.  Accept any answer that can reasonably be 
concluded from the document. 
 

Author 

 
Who created the source?  
The form was created by the U.S. government.  All military personnel 
have a “DD-214”  It is their “life on one page.” This particular DD-214 
is for Roy P. Benavidez. 
 
What do you know about the author? 
The form was authorized by Lt. Col. Joseph F. Hemker. 
 
What is the author’s point of view? 
Benavidez was an average soldier progressing at an average pace. 
 

Place and Time 
 
Where and when was the source produced? 
Fort Gordon, Georgia, May 11, 1960. 
 

Prior Knowledge 

 
Beyond information about the author and the context of its 
creation, what do you know that would help you further 
understand the primary source?  
This evaluation was right around the time that Benavidez had his 
“change of thinking” while being disciplined for fighting.  After that he 
became exemplary. 
 
 For example, do you recognize any symbols and recall what 
they represent? 
There is a watermark on the paper for the Department of Defense. 
 

Audience 

 
For whom was the source created and how might this affect the 
reliability of the source? 
The document was created for Benavidez’s commanding officers.   It 
is an official form so there is probably some penalty for lying about 
the soldier’s performance. 
 

Reason 

 
Why was this source produced at the time it was produced? 
It is supposed to give a fair evaluation of his ability and performance 
as a soldier. 
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The Main Idea 
 
What point is the source trying to convey? 
That Benavidez was a regular soldier, nothing special or noteworthy. 
 

Significance 

 
Why is this source important?   
It gives a snapshot of Benavidez’s army career after he had been in 
for three years. 
 
What inferences can you draw from this document?  Ask 
yourself, “So what?” in relation to the question asked. 
 
If you look at the totality of Benavidez’s career you can see the 
remarkable strides he made in self-discipline, attitude, and 
leadership. 
 

  




