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Images and History - Teacher’s Guide (4-6A) 
 

 
The answers listed are suggested answers. Most students will not know this level 
of detail.  

 
After you have carefully studied the photograph it is necessary to think about 
what you are seeing.  
 
A.  Use the chart to list people, objects, and activities that are in the photograph. 

 
 
People Objects Activities 
Roy Benavidez Podium  Man giving a speech or 

answering questions 
 Flags  
 Curtain  
 Microphone  
 
B.  When historians look at photographs they ask the following questions.  How 
would you answer the questions based on the photograph that you are studying? 
 
1. Can you identify a date that the picture was taken?  If so, when was it taken? 
 

It was sometime after Benavidez was awarded the Medal of Honor. 
 
2. Where did the picture come from?  
 

The picture is from the personal archive of Roy Benavidez. 
 

3. What was happening when the picture was taken?  
 

Benavidez was giving a speech or answering questions.  
 

4. Is the picture posed?  
 

No 
 

5. Who was the photographer? Can you tell if he or she was an amateur or 
professional? 

 
Photographer is unknown, probably a professional. 
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6. Can you tell if the photographer liked or disliked his subject?  How can you 
tell? 

 
No 

 
7. What do you think happened immediately before and after the picture was 

taken? 
 

Benavidez was giving a talk to a school, church, or Veterans of Foreign 
War group.  After the talk he probably visited with the crowd. 
 

8. How do the clothing, transportation, technology, and living conditions of 
people in the images help you understand the time period in which the picture 
was taken? 

 
Accept reasonable answers. 

 
9. What conclusions can you draw from the facial images?  Is something 

emotional happening in the photograph? 
 

Benavidez was very intent on what he was saying. His forehead is 
wrinkled and he is pointing with two fingers.  His eyes are very directly 
focused on whomever he is speaking to. 

 
10. What can you tell about the kinds of relationships the people in the image are 

involved in by the way they have arranged or grouped themselves in the 
photograph? 

 
Benavidez is trying to have an impact on whomever he is talking to.  He 
is in full uniform, and he is being very serious with his subject. 
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Images and History - Teacher’s Guide (4-7A) 
 

 
The answers listed are suggested answers. Most students will not know this level 
of detail.  

 
After you have carefully studied the photograph it is necessary to think about 
what you are seeing.  
 
A.  Use the chart to list people, objects, and activities that are in the photograph. 

 
People Objects Activities 
Crowd at a baseball 
game 

Scoreboard in 
background 

Roy Benavidez throwing 
honorary first pitch at a 
baseball game 

Roy Benavidez on the 
pitcher’s mound 
 

  

Man on Benavidez’s 
right is probably a 
paratrooper because of 
pants tucked into boots 
 

  

Man on Benavidez’s left 
is probably a military 
escort, straight-legged 
pants, shoes not boots 

  

 
 
B.  When historians look at photographs they ask the following questions.  How 
would you answer the questions based on the photograph that you are studying? 
 
 
1. Can you identify a date that the picture was taken?  If so, when was it taken? 
 

With research you could figure out when the two teams played each 
other after Benavidez got the Medal of Honor in 1981. 

 
2. Where did the picture come from?  
 

The picture is from the personal archive of Roy Benavidez. 
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3. What was happening when the picture was taken?  
  
Benavidez was throwing the first pitch of a baseball game.  His 
accomplishment for the Medal of Honor is on the scoreboard screen in 
the background. 

 
4. Is the picture posed?  

 
The picture is not posed, but the event was pre-planned. 

 
5. Who was the photographer? Can you tell if he or she was an amateur or 

professional? 
 

Unknown, probably a professional. 
 

6. Can you tell if the photographer liked or disliked his subject?  How can you 
tell? 

 
No 

 
7. What do you think happened immediately before and after the picture was 

taken? 
 

Before: National Anthem sung, Benavidez introduced.  After: The game 
went on. 

 
8. How do the clothing, transportation, technology, and living conditions of 

people in the images help you understand the time period in which the picture 
was taken? 

 
It was a sporting event with a large crowd present. 

 
9. What conclusions can you draw from the facial images?  Is something 

emotional happening in the photograph? 
 

Benavidez and escort have smiles on their faces, the crowd is probably 
enthusiastic. 

 
10. What can you tell about the kinds of relationships the people in the image are 

involved in by the way they have arranged or grouped themselves in the 
photograph? 

 
 Benavidez is the “star,” and the other two men are support people.  
The crowd is watching the event. 
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Images and History - Teacher’s Guide (4-8A) 
 

 
The answers listed are suggested answers. Most students will not know this level 
of detail.  

 
After you have carefully studied the photograph it is necessary to think about 
what you are seeing.  
 
A.  Use the chart to list people, objects, and activities that are in the photograph. 
 
 
People Objects Activities 
Military honor guard made 
up of soldiers in the 
Special Forces serving as 
pallbearers at funeral 

Casket draped with U.S. 
flag 

Funeral service 

Man in white on 
stage/platform – Parish 
Priet, Ft. Larry Matula of 
St. Robert Bellarmines 
Catholic Church, El 
Campo, Texas. 

  

Representative of VFW 
(Veterans of Foreign 
Wars) 

  

People attending funeral 
on right side of picture 

  

 
B.  When historians look at photographs they ask the following questions.  How 
would you answer the questions based on the photograph that you are studying? 
 
1. Can you identify a date that the picture was taken? If so, when was it taken? 
  

November 29, 1998. 
 
2. Where did the picture come from?  
 

The picture is from the personal archive of Roy Benavidez. 
 
3. What was happening when the picture was taken?   

 
Benavidez’s funeral ceremony at Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery. 
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4. Is the picture posed?  
 

The picture is not posed for the photographer; it is a moment in a 
planned ceremony. 

 
5. Who was the photographer? Can you tell if he or she was an amateur or 

professional? 
 

Unknown photographer, could be amateur or professional. 
 

6. Can you tell if the photographer liked or disliked his subject?  How can you 
tell? 

 
No, but the photo is respectful. 

 
7. What do you think happened immediately before and after the picture was 

taken? 
 

Accept reasonable answers. 
 

8. How do the clothing, transportation, technology, and living conditions of 
people in the images help you understand the time period in which the picture 
was taken? 

 
Accept reasonable answers. 

 
9. What conclusions can you draw from the facial images?  Is something 

emotional happening in the photograph? 
 

It is a serious event. 
 

10. What can you tell about the kinds of relationships the people in the image are 
involved in by the way they have arranged or grouped themselves in the 
photograph? 

  
Accept reasonable answers. 
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Images and History (4-10) 
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